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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 8/6/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Response to Remarks: 

Applicant's arguments (Amendment pages 1-2) state that the Takagi patent does 
not teach a plurality of light measuring elements that detect brightness of a common 
area. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Applicant argues that the reception ranges 
of the light measuring elements disclosed by Takagi do not overlap one another. The 
Examiner agrees with this assessment, however the claim does not require that the 
reception ranges overlap one another. The claim only requires that the light measuring 
elements that detect brightness of a common area. It can be seen in both figures 5A 
and 1 1A that the light-measuring elements (18a-18e) receive light that is reflected from 
different portions (6a-6e) of the film surface (Fl). Although all of the light-measuring 
elements (18a-18e) receive light that is reflected from different portions (6a-6e) of the 
film surface (Fl) it can be seen in figures 5A and 1 1 A that the portions (6a-6e) are all 
part of the entire exposure region (6) of the film surface (Fl) (col. 15, lines 3-21 ). 
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Therefore, the Examiner is reading the exposure region (6) as a "common area" that is 
detected by the light-measuring elements (1 8a-1 8e). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1, 2, and 5-7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Takagi US 5,400,1 12 in view of Yahav US 6,445,884. 

Re claim 1 , Takagi discloses a photometric apparatus for a camera (fig. 19). The 
disclosed photometric apparatus includes an optical system through which light from a 
photographic subject passes (fig. 13: LE), and a light emission system for illuminating 
the photographic subject (fig. 19: 16, 29). In addition the photometric apparatus 
includes a plurality of light measuring elements provided at different positions (fig. 1 1 A: 
18a-18e). These light measuring elements sense light that is reflected by the subject 
and passes through the photographic system (col. 7, lines 2-32). In addition, each of 
the plurality of light measuring elements (18a-18e) receives the light reflected from the 
image-sensing surface (Fl) at different angles relative to the image-sensing surface (Fl) 
(col. 7, lines 25-30; fig. 11a). It can be seen in both figures 5A and 1 1 A that the light- 
measuring elements (18a-18e) receive light that is reflected from different portions (6a- 
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6e) of the film surface (Fl). Although all of the light-measuring elements (1 8a-1 8e) 
receive light that is reflected from different portions (6a-6e) of the film surface (Fl) it can 
be seen in figures 5A and 1 1 A that the portions (6a-6e) are all part of the exposure 
region (6) of the film surface (Fl) (col. 15, lines 3-21). Therefore, the Examiner is 
reading the entire exposure region (6) as a "common area" that is detected by the light- 
measuring elements (18a-18e). The photometric apparatus also includes a controller 
that controls the light emission system based on the light received by the light 
measuring elements (col. 10, lines 43-58; fig. 19: 26, 29). However, Takagi discloses 
that light passing through the optical system is received by a photographic film and not 
by an image sensor. 

Yahav discloses a camera with through-the-lens lighting (fig. 1 A). The camera 
includes a photosensitive surface (fig. 1 A: 22). Yahav states that the photosensitive 
surface (fig. 1A: 22) may comprise photographic film or a CCD (col. 10, lines 56-60). 
Using a CCD as a photosensitive surface instead of photographic film is advantageous 
because it allows images to be captured electronically. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious for one skilled in the art to have been motivated to include an image sensor 
such as a CCD as taught in Yahav in the photometric apparatus disclosed by Takagi. 
Doing so would provide a means for controlling the flash emission of a camera using an 
alternate photosensitive surface such as a CCD (Yahav: col. 10, lines 56-60). 

Re claim 2, the photometric apparatus disclosed by Takagi includes a weighting 
value calculation means (fig. 19: 26) and a flash controller (fig. 19: 29). The weighting 
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value calculation means (26) sets an integration amount for each light measuring 
element (col. 9, lines 60-67). Next, photometric regions at which the reflection rate 
distribution rate is very high or very low are extracted (col. 10, lines 1-23). Finally, the 
main flashing by the flash apparatus (fig. 19: 16) is carried out based on the results of 
the weighting light adjustment circuit (fig. 19: 28). See also (col. 10, lines 24-46). 

Re claim 5, see claim 2. The voltage (En) corresponding to the weighting values 
are input into the weighting light adjustment circuit (fig. 19: 28) and cause the flashing 
apparatus (fig. 19: 16) to flash (col. 10, lines 43-46). The weighting value is the same 
as an average of all of the selected elements. 

Re claim 6, the light measuring elements (fig. 2: 2) disclosed by Takagi are 
located in a space between the optical system (fig. 2: LE) and the photographic film (fig. 
2: Fl). See also (col. 2, lines 8-16). However, Takagi discloses that light passing 
through the optical system is received by photographic film and not an image sensor. 

Yahav discloses a camera with through-the-lens lighting (fig. 1 A). The camera 
includes a photosensitive surface (fig. 1 A: 22). Yahav states that the photosensitive 
surface (fig. 1 A: 22) may comprise photographic film or a CCD (col. 10, lines 56-60). 
Using a CCD as a photosensitive surface instead of photographic film is advantageous 
because it allows images to be captured electronically. For this reason, it would have 
been obvious to include an image sensor such as a CCD as taught in Yahav in the 
photometric apparatus disclosed by Takagi. Doing so would provide a means for 
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controlling the flash emission of a camera using an alternate photosensitive surface 
such as a CCD (Yahav: col. 10, lines 56-60). 



Re claim 7, see claim 6. The light measuring elements disclosed by Takagi 
sense light that is reflected at the film surface (fig. 2: Fl). See also (col. 2, lines 8-1 6). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 8-9 and 1 1-15 allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art of record fail to anticipate or render obvious the following technical 
features as recited in the highlighted claims: 

Referring to claims 8-9 and 11-15, the prior art fails to teach or suggest "... a light 
measuring element which is located in a space between said optical system and said 
image sensor such that the image sensing surface of said image sensor is located 
outside the photoreception range of said light measuring element to thereby sense flare 
light within said space; and a controller which controls the operation of said light 
emission system in accordance with the light sensed by said light measuring element". 
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Claims 3 and 4 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Referring to claims 3-4, the prior art fails to teach or suggest "a digital camera 
wherein a controller selects one or more light measuring elements which produces a 
normal output value and controls the operation of a light emission system in accordance 
with the output value and wherein the controller determines average value for the output 
values of all of the light measuring elements to set a standard value, and selects the 
light measuring elements whose output values are less than the standard value". 

Contacts 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Kelly L. Jerabek whose telephone number is (571) 272- 

7312. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 AM - 5:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

12&S 

supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached at (571) 272-F564. The fax phone number for 
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submitting all Official communications is (571) 273-8300. The fax phone number for 
submitting informal communications such as drafts, proposed amendments, etc., may 
be faxed directly to the Examiner at (571) 273-7312. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



KLJ 




